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Abstract

The presentation refers to the Patent Law Treaty (PLT), the Substantive Patent Law Treaty (SPLT) and recent developments in the EPO. Some important provisions of the PLT are recapitulated. The wish for broader ratification of PLT is stressed. - SPLT is in a lengthy and not easy phase of being moulded. Prominent provisions of the Draft SPLT (number of responses permitted, grace period, Doctrine of Equivalents, exclusions from patenting, first-to-file system) are discussed. - Report on recently changed working procedures in the EPO (BEST program, streamlined handling of PCT applications in the international phase, early opinion on patentability attached to the European search report, restriction of the classes where international searches and preliminary examinations are conducted, plurality of independent claims in the same category).

