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Abstract: 

One of the goals of harmonisation is to facilitate the acquisition of patent rights by streamlining substantive patent laws and administrative practices. Treaties such as the Patent Law Treaty (PLT), Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and the draft Substantive Patent Law Treaty (sPLT) as well as cooperation efforts with regard to searching and examination of PCT applications are all initiatives that have aided the harmonisation process.  Canada has welcomed these initiatives and contributed to ongoing work at the various WIPO committees/working groups.  There have been some successes in the area of harmonisation, for example, the PCT system and development of worksharing initiatives.   The desired result of harmonisation must be one that is effective and involves ongoing dialogue and multilateral initiatives.  

