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Abstract

The Electronic Filing of Patent Applications

Throughout the world, intellectual property offices are implementing the infrastructure allowing on-line filing of applications for protective rights, in particular for patent applications. Keeping an eye on the basic legal principles of electronic filing (authenticity, integrity, confidentiality and non-repudiation) a review of the current status and the degree of user acceptability of the efforts of different large intellectual property offices is given, wherein the Japanese Patent Office holds a leading position with about 97% of all patent applications filed on-line.

