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Abstract


In 1997, the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement (TTMRA) came into force in both Australia and New Zealand.  This Agreement enables the qualifications of persons in one country to be recognised in the other country.  The respective professions of patent attorneys in both countries were deemed to be equivalent professions and as such registered patent attorneys in both countries have had the right to apply for registration in the other country since 1 May 1998.


While the TTMRA has created the possibility for dual registration across the Tasman, the laws and practices of both New Zealand and Australia remain quite distinct.  This is particularly so in respect of patent law.  It is also still necessary to obtain IP protection in each country and enforce that protection through separate court systems.


This presentation sets out some of the expectations of TTMRA and contrasts this with what has actually occurred over the 5 year period since its commencement.
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