The Community Design: First Experience and Future Prospect


Dr. Martin Schlötelburg�


Coordinator, Designs Department, OHIM





On 1st April 2003 OHIM begun registering and publishing Community designs. At the end of April has received around 3000 designs for registration from around the world. The increasing number of applications demonstrate that the Community design has been accepted by industry. By means of this new system, a design can be protected in the 15 (25) Member States of the European Union for only 350 Euro. Since only formalities are examined prior to registration, a protection right can be the obtained within a few weeks. Therefore, a registered Community design is attractive even for short living articles.


In the presentation, the first experience of OHIM with the filings are summarized and some essential features of the registration proceedings are outlined.
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