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Buxton blue
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The « Comité Interprofessionnel de Vin de 
Champagne » is the group in charge, with 
more than 100 concerned producers.
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For PGI (Protected Geographical Indication)
the geographical link must occur in at least one of the stages
of production, processing or preparation. Generally, the 
product will benefit from a good reputation.
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A TSG (Traditional Speciality Guaranteed)
does not refer to the origin, but highlights 
traditional character, either in the composition or 
means of production.
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1. The group of producers send the application to the Member State in the 
geographical area from which the product originates. 

2. The relevant national authority checks and forwards the application to the 
European Commission. 

3. Publication at the Official Journal of the European Communities.

4. If no objection is notified within three months, the PGI or PDO is entered in a 
register kept by the Commission.

Some examples of responsible authorities:
France: 
•Direction des politiques économique et internationale (DPEI): for quality signs and 
biological agriculture.
•Institut national des appellations d'origine (INAO)

Germany: 
•6 different organisms such as « Bundesministerium der Justiz »

UK:
Only one:
•Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Regional and Local Foods 
Branch”
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US Trademarks:

•States give the authorisation to some producers to use the name and the logo.

•They do not have to pay to use it.

•They can be controlled at any time.
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Collective marks: (Group of people who has the right to use the mark)
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For goods containing wool
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15th of March 2005

•GIs and Trademarks systems are compatible

•Wants the “geographical indications (GIs) to be 
protected and respected”

•Does not specify how…

First element of response: “Wine Agreement” (15th of September 2005 ):

Proposal to US Congress to change the status of names of European wines 
such as Burgundy, Champagne, Chablis, Chianti, Madeira, Malaga, Port, 
Sherry and Tokay currently considered as semi-generic terms in the US, and 
limit their use in the US. 
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