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In the period of 25 years China has established a developed and internationalized trademark system. From 1998 to 2004 China Trademark Office received 4.12 million trademark applications, in 2004 the total number of foreign trademark was 403,000. China is ranking number one in the world in respect to the number of TM applications in 2002, 2003 and 2004.

Are trademarks enforceable in China? Unfortunately at present there are many trademark infringement activities in China. Trademark infringement is a historical phenomenon, some times it is inevitable when the economy of a developing country is taking off.
In order to keep the high growth rate of economy and to absorb foreign investment into China, the Chinese government has adopted a lot of measures to protect exclusive trademark rights and to strike the TM infringement activities.
There are two parallel channels to deal with TM infringements in China—administrative channel and judicial channel. The State Administration for Industry and Commerce (SAIC) and local AICs in provinces and municipalities are responsible for handling TM infringements and disputes. Public Security Bureaus and Customs are also involved in such matters.
The courts at different level constitute the judicial channel for handling TM disputes and infringements. In each province and big city there are specialized IP courts under the local intermediate and high court.
Trademark owners can take measures to prevent possible TM infringement, any person can request the Trademark Review and Adjudication Bureau (TRAB) to cancel a registered trademark; he can also raise an objection (opposition) before the Trademark Office. The trademark owner may also apply to the court for a re-trial injunction.

The infringed of TM right can get a compensation. When the trademark infringer constitutes a crime, he shall be investigated for criminal responsibility.

Conclusion: Trademark right is enforceable in China.
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