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The differences between trademarks and geographical designations are explored as to WHO is protected; WHAT is supposed to be protected; WHERE the indication has meaning; WHEN the claimant and the accused acted; and WHY the accused user is challenged.

The special requirements of United States trademark law are reviewed in comparison to corresponding laws of all other nations in order to highlight the need for harmonization.

The ideological conflict between "Old World" and "New World" on geographical indications. Terms that identify a geographical region in the old world often mean a generic product in the new world. Can the conflict be resolved? 

Theories of protection:

1.
Registration of geographical terms.

2.
Unfair competition law.

3.
Registration of collective marks.

4.
Bilateral agreements.

The debate at the World Wide Symposium in 2003. The old world regions where the products were originally created seek a quasi-property right to bar the use of the designation on the same product made outside of the original region.  Descendants of the makers in the old world made the products in the same way, but in the new world.  They used the same designation that was always used for the product, and seek to continue such use.  Grandfathering long use in the new world is not a satisfactory solution for all designations.  There does not seem to be a coherent theory of protection for geographic designations outside of trademark law.

The World Trade Organization tends to frame the debate in terms of free trade versus anti competition.

A clear resolution of the debate is not yet in sight.
