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Presentation 2.2 –Nanotechnology

Patenting Nanotechnology Inventions in Europe
Alexander Esslinger

FICPI Germany

1. The Importance of Nanotechnology for the Patent System in Europe

· EPO patent statistics 

· searching nanotechnology patents

· interdisciplinary EPO working group

2. Nano-specific aspects of patent law

· definition of the skilled person

· structural vs. functional claims

· consequences for the practitioner

3. Economic Importance and Political Issues

· EU commission action plan from May 2004

· filing strategy from basic research to business application – when should a patent application be filed ?

· Are massive patenting activities restricting basic research ? Are dominant market players in view ?
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